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MURRAY WALKER ART PRIZE

Year 12 Students Sascha Binder and Bodhi Matthews
are the recipients of the inaugural Murray Walker Art
Prize. Their artwork will be displayed in the Oxley
College Reception for yve years and they each receive
$500. Congratulations to them both for this special
recognition.
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When Mr Parker came up with the slogan “Oxley: the school Sydney wishes it had”’- we didn’t realise how
this would soon turn out to be fiMr Parker, the Headmaster Sydney wishes it hado. On Mr Parkeris arrival at
Oxley, he promised us at assembly that he would remember every single studentis name o by heart. Weire
still not sure how he did it, maybe he practised over in his 0 ce using school photos or maybe he just has
a talent for remembering names - but he did it. He could walk around to any student in the school and
have a conversation from things like; whatis on their sandwiches to the ethics we talk about in Cornerstone.
Oxleyis a pretty small place, but this ambition has spoken to Mr Parkeris drive to make a di erence at Oxley.

In the yve years heis been with us, the impact heis had has been huge. Throughout our time at
Oxley weive witnessed several transformations, all thanks to Mr Parker. We havenit gone a single year
without a new classroom, mural or pavilion. Wefve been introduced to new subjects like Cornerstone
and Global Perspectives - that challenge our views about the world and make us shift our perspective
a little bit. Rites of Passage and overseas trips can all be attributed, along with others, to Mr Parker.
Youive made our time at Oxley about so much more than attending school every day, youive
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We are sad to farewell Jacqui Pugh,
Alex Hayman and Belinda McBride
this year from the teaching sta .
They will be greatly missed by



I write this as we look back on the ynal celebrations
of the 2018 academic year. | am so grateful for
so much that allows Oxley to pourish as the
extraordinary school that it is. The yrst of which,
today, is to repect on Michael Parkeris inspiring ynal
address at Speech Night last evening. It seems to
me to be the crystalisation of his personal and
educational thesis to this point. The signiycance
of the role of schools, our roles as educators and
our communityls mandate to leave the world in a
better condition for our children, children’s children
and their children beyond, provides a powerful
moral and collective purpose for us all. How can
we collectively nurture a new generation with
the moral fortitude to conquer the complexity of
challenges ahead? It is a mantel we look forward
to carrying forth in 2019.

Last night was also a celebration of our teachers;
the rich learning, dedicated care and inspiration
they provide on a daily basis. The culture of
admiration and mutual respect between sta ,
students and families enables our small Southern
Highlands fivillaged to prevail in our shared quest.

Finally to our students, collectively lending their
voices and strings to celebrate what can be
together achieved. Daily they encourage and guide
each other to be kind, be thoughtful and apply
curiosity and creativity to their small but signiycant
endeavours. We celebrate each one in their journey
and growth, no matter how small in 2018, because
as in Olivia Donovanis mountain climbing analogy,
every step is signiycant in setting the preparation
for the subsequent step.

On Monday evening, the annual Year 6 Celebration
Dinner took place at the Briars and was a ytting
farewell to our graduating class of 2018. As part of
my vote of thanks for the evening | acknowledged
not only the e ort of the organising committee
who have worked throughout the year to make all
the arrangements to create a ytting send o for
the class but to the class parents in all their years
in K-6 and the numerous contributions made as
parents.

Itis appropriate as | write our ynal Pin Oak article for
the year, to thank our P&F Representatives for 2018.
At the P&F Thank you Drinks, we acknowledged
the amazing contribution of Kate Gair, as our
outgoing Vice President. Her grace and wisdom
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The Happiest time of year?

I still havenit got fiJingle Bellso out of my head from last
year, But itis that time of year again;

CHRISTMAS!

I donit know about you but whether itis working my way
through the hundreds of Christmas movies on Netpix (I
think there are hundreds; | tried to count but | gave
up at 102) or walking through the aisles of Woolworths
ylled with Christmas decorations; | am always VERY
excited for Christmas. However, excitement leads to
expectations and expectations lead to disappointment.

So here is a very critical view of the holiday season.

First things yrst; The weather. It is all wrong! Unlike
every single Christmas movie in like the history of
forever. Christmas in Australia is always hot. Too hot.
Instead of snowball yghts in the yard with your cousins,
you yght over the best seat-closest to the fan while you
force down your Unclefs potato salad during Christmas
Lunch.

Consider this.
The humble Christmas card.

Yeah, theyire cute and stu ; but like whatis their
purpose? When you hand a person a present, why do
you need a little piece of paper to further validate that
YES | AM GIVING YOU A PRESENT. What do you do
with Christmas Cards? Where do they go? Itis not like
you can throw them out, you're not going to hang them
all on your wall for the years to come either?

(Sidenote: | am actually sitting in my room having an
existential crisis on the purpose of Christmas cards...)

I know, | know. Christmas isnit about presents but
can we please talk about gift giving; Or more so
REGIFTING! Picture this itis your o ce Christmas Party
and youfre excited to give your dear friend fiBecky-Sueo
a considerate present that you have put thought and
e ortinto giving her. Finally, the fateful moment arrives
where you exchange gifts to a collective AfUmm?o.
Because Becky-Sue has given you the fiForest Gumpo
Soundtrack (The deluxe edition of course.) But this
isnit just any 90is cult classicis soundtrack; Itis the very
SAME Forest Gump soundtrack (The deluxe edition of
course) That you purchased Becky-Sue two years ago
for her wedding anniversary!

Merry Christmas Becky-Sue.

Candy Canes.

Why.

Who decided that candy canes would be synonymous
with Christmas? But really; WHY CANDY CANES? Also

who decided to start selling yellow candy canes? What
pavour are they; Bell pepper? Butternut squash?

Whilst I may not know whois idea yellow candy canes
was | do know for certain that they have A LOT to
answer for.

Christmas is often one of the few times of year where
you see certain members of your family. Thatis all yne
and dandy, But there’s a reason we don't talk for the
other 364 days of the year.

This brings me to my next point. Is it just me; Or
does the holiday season really bring out the worst in
everyone? Whether if itis the fiAngry at the world cousin
who keeps talking about star trek and how Christmas is
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ON THE BRANCH

TEXTBOOKS?7?

Textbooks are expensive, heavy and are not used for long. Globally, the
textbook business in schools and universities is big business. An article by
the ANU librarian in The Conversation contains some surprising ygures; in
the decade leading up to 2013, paper textbooks increased in price by 82%,
triple the rise of inpation. To overcome the inequity of textbook pricing the
University of Western Sydney provides free access to digital textbooks for
all yrst year students, saving each student roughly $800. Melbourne and
Sydney university library policies are explicit in their preference for digital
text over print because digital provides more cost e ective and equitable
access for students.

The case for print vs digital textbooks, however, is not simply an argument
about price. Articles discussing the debate maintain that the cost of paper
text is worth paying; learning from digital is signiycantly more di cult.
They cite, eye fatigue, decreased concentration, distraction, a readers
tendency to skim digital text and the complexities of scrolling as major
impediments to constructing meaning from online text.

Across both forms of media, text size, text length, viewing distance,
familiarity, background colour, font and note making strategies all impact
text comprehension and a recent Australian review of the literature suggests
that the main barrier to digital text has nothing to do with reading a screen
but is, in fact, a strong, pre-conceived bias for paper. Comprehension and
recall are similar across print and digital text but students may be hampered
by lack of digital literacy skills and lack of conydence. At Oxley, we continue
to use both print and digital textbooks because our priority is to provide
students the most suitable information for their studies. We want them to
have opportunities to access multiple texts and we want teachers to be
able to choose the best text for the job. When textbooks we need are not
available in our online subscription we purchase class sets for student use
as successful print and digital textbook use begins with access to the best
books for the job. Students must also have an understanding of strategies
for comprehending and processing informational text using strategies such
as Cornell note taking and handwriting their notes. For screen based text,
students should work with display options to ensure they are using text
size, font, spacing, scrolling and background colour to suit their preference.

filt is important to keep in mind, however, that any disparity in learning
outcomes between e-text and printed texts is likely to be minimised as
young people become more familiar with reading on screen and as the

11



Now that you're oF in the big wide world,
what have you made of yourself since
Fnishing school at Oxley?

lim currently working for an amazing NGO called
‘Act for Peace’ and am the Co-Founder of an
empathy based fundraising campaign called The
Ration Challenge that raises funds and awareness
for refugees and people seeking asylum. live
worked here for the past six years, after taking
ayear o after uni at UOW to travel throughout
India and South East Asia, volunteering for
community based organisations.

What is your biggest achievement since
high school?

I would deynitely say that | am deeply proud of
founding the Ration Challenge. The challenge

has raised more than $10 million to support
communities around the world and in 2019 we are
launching it in the UK, USA and NZ. lim extremely
grateful that | get to do what I love everyday and
work alongside passionate, driven and innovative
people in Australia and also the community
organisations we partner with.

Were these things that during high school
you expected you would end up doing?

No T | had no idea that this is where | would end
up (the similar story to nearly everyone in my
year group). | had always had a passion for social
justice and how innovation and collaboration could
be used to solve global challenges, but my true
passion was sport. | had dreamed of becoming a
Hockeyroo, but unfortunately my career was cut
short after six surgeries on my knees and ankles
meant | had to make the tough decision to tretiret.
| took a year o after university to recalibrate,
challenge myself and open my perspective and

on returning to Sydney launched myself into an
internship. Six years later, lim still at the same
organisation and have moved into social impact
innovation, strategy and marketing.

Is there anybody from the Oxley community
who inspired you throughout high school?

Deynitely! Mrs Trish Topp T the most empathetic,
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WHAT'S

HAPPENING?

IN THE WORLD...

NEW FACES IN THE CANTEEN

Welcome to our new Canteen manager Adriana Neill-Stevens!

ZOMPOCALYPSE

We are sad to announce that it is upon us. The zompocalypse has arrived. We
are working on strategies to maintain the virus, however we have observed
that those who seem to be infecting;

- Those who are obsessed with their phones
- People who only study and don’t make time for other commitments

- People caught in the Burradoo bubble- and don’t take interest in the world
around them

- People who procrastinate and waste time
- People who take their lives for granted and overlook their privilege
- People who are obsessed with themselves

Any person who shows signs of looking down and not taking in the world
around them. Unfortunately, you are not safe even if you are on holidays, it is
important to stay vigilant and alert at all times. Keep looking up. Keep taking
in the world around you and don't let them get you.

Good luck, and together, we will defeat this evil next year.

“THESE
ARE REAL
PEOPLE
WITH REAL LIVES”

One person can't change the whole
world, but you can change the
world for one special person. Child
sponsorship is simple. Popular
organisations such as World
Vision and Compassion Australia
make this easy: three clicks, $40
a month, and you have given a
child a new hope; and a chance to
escape the brutal cycle of poverty.
When making a once-o , or even
regular donation to a charity you
may ask yourself “where exactly is
my money going?0 However, with
child sponsorship, you are investing
in a childis future; a child who you
can rejoice in their excitement and
comfort in their sadness through
writing regular letters. | sponsor a
12 year old boy in Uganda called
Isaac, through the Grace Care
Foundation. His mother is very sick
from AIDS and his father has died,
but he absolutely adores (and is
good at!) school and soccer. | love
that | can have a relationship with
someone on the other side of the
world. It makes you appreciate
everything you have: material
things, a solid roof over your head
and opportunities so much more.
You can put a name and a face to
the yght against poverty; when you
see numbers and ygures on the
news you can say fil am helping.
I am reducing those numbersd T
it becomes more than numbers
on the page, numbers out of your
bank account: these are real people
with real lives.

Joshua Bramley (Year 10)

13



14



DECEMBER/JANUARY CALENDAR

Mon 17 |Mon 24| Mon 31

Tue 18| Tue 25| Tue 1

12| wed 19/ wed 26| Wed 2

Holidays Begin

Thu 13| Thu 20|Thu 27| Thu 3

Duke Edinburgh Gold/Silver Hike

Fri 14| Fri 21 |Fri 28| Fri 4

Duke Edinburgh Gold/Silver Hike

Sat 15 Sat 2_2 Sat 29 Sat 5

Duke Edinburgh Gold/Silver Hike

Sun 16/ sun 23| sun 30| sun 9

Duke Edinburgh Gold/Silver Hike
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EWSFLASH

JESS DEAKIN

STEVE EDWARDS
CUP FINAL

Clancy: How is this yearis ISA season going so far? Any highlights?

Hamish Pinn: Itls been a great season so far, we are 5/5 wins in
which is great hopefully we can continue our form for the rest of
the season. live gotten 56 and 90.

Connor Taylor Helme: Good season, so far hopefully we can win
the competition. live got a 103, 69, 69 and a 61. I surprise myself
with how good I actually am.

Clancy: Whatts it like to open the batting for the yrst XI1?

Hamish: Itis a great experience, this is our second year opening
together and is great fun. It is a good challenge for ourselves to try
and bat as long as we can together each week.

Connor: It allows you to play the most crucial role in the batting
order, where a good start to the innings brings conydence to the
other batsmen.

Clancy: How would you describe your 2018 Highlands
Representative season?

Hamish: Personally, my highlight for the rep season was winning
the grand ynal.

Connor: Driving down the windy road to Shoalhaven to play two
T20 matches.

Congratulations to Jess Deakin for

Clancy: Do you feel therefis a big di erence between playing for selection in the Art Express Regional

the two teams? show in Bathurst for her HSC Visual
Hamish: | prefer playing for school because itis with all the boys Art works in 2019. She has also been
but the rep season is a great time to play and meet you boys at a selected for the Shape Design and

high standard. Technology Exhibition in the Powerhouse
Connor: School cricket is better because you spend more time Museum in Sdney in 2019. These are
with the team, the boys that we’re good mates with. both outstanding acheivements.

By Clancy Aboud (Year 10)

WATERPOLO

The Water Polo season kicked o with a great start this term,
with nine teams competing in both junior and opens divisions.
We have had some great results from the junior teams in their
Grand Finals, with Oxley White taking home a win against
Oxley Gold 11-5, winning the comp altogether. Oxley Blue
wasnit as successful: defeated by Tudor House 9-1. It is great
to see the enthusiasm and commitment that all the players
bring to the pool and the increasing numbers of teams that
we get each year. This season’s best and fairest award went
to Tom Milner (Oxley Gold) and runners up to Benedict Regan
(Oxley White). | would like to thank all the coaches that have
given up their time on Monday and Tuesday nights and hope
to see everyone back next year for another great season.

By Jess Wade (Year 12)
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