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Melbourne Drama Tour
In the ýrst few days of the school holidays, Year 12 Drama 
students got lost in the alleyways, cafes, markets and most 
importantly theatres of Melbourne. We watched a whole range 
of shows including stand up comedy, improvisation, a puppet 
show, a hip-hop/comedy/improvisation, a one-man show, an 
Arthur Miller classic and a musical.  Highlights would have 
to be the hilarious hip- hop/comedy ñAbandomanò, and the 
intense ñA View from the Bridgeò, that jerked us wide awake 
after many consecutive late nights. We were constantly 
surprised by the di erent techniques used by the actors, as 
they pushed the boundaries through their sets, content and 
interaction with the audience. We also got to see the (now 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cASGpt3o5HY&t=10s  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cASGpt3o5HY&t=10s  
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Up until a few days ago, I was living in ignorance. 
Sheltered from the truth, a mere cog in the machine. A 
lemming and follower of the crowd. Blissfully unaware of 
images of our politicians and their sausage sizzles. These, 
works of art really, come around at some point during 
every election day and personally, some of my favourites 
include opposition leader Bill Shorten who enjoys taking 
a bite right down the middle of the sandwich with no 
hesitation whatsoever. Current prime minister Scott 
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Weôre creating future thought leaders!

I know itôs a bold claim but weôve always held a deep faith in the capacity of children to grapple with big ideas and high ideals and 
so weôd expect that this exposure will serve them and in turn, the societies of the future.

Many schools aspire to inspire children who will have the ability and the intention to leave the world better than they ýnd it and so 
I believe Iôm safe in suggesting that education generally is motivated by nothing more signiýcant than a great hope for the future 
of our world and humanity.

Iôve also been talking for a while about the Wisdom Era which is about a time when the prevailing thought is about wise actions 
that serve the greater good.  This requires thinking both with the heart and mind, drawing on empathy that provides perspective 
and experience that provides insight and more importantly foresight.

Weôre helping our students to be like Sir Isaac Newton claimed and to ñhave seen furtherò by ñstanding on the shoulders of giantsò 
and I spoke about this concept in Assembly last week.  This term we will take a tour of the Giants of History, Philosophy, Science 
and several other domains of human endeavour and to carry with us their lessons from the past via a Quote of the Week.

Newton let us get started, closely followed by reference to George Santayanaôs (1905) notion that óThose who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it.ô 

It is hard to imagine a more powerful lesson from history than those from war and our students were treated to a rare and 
powerful speech at our ANZAC Assembly by the Honourable Dr Brendan Nelson.  He was masterful in engaging our students from 
Kindergarten to Year 12, humble, humorous, inspiring and instructive, speaking of the Australian character that endures beyond 
world conþict and is the most powerful legacy of our nationôs history.  Dr Nelson told two incredible stories of heroism and sacriýce 
in a way that revealed his deep investment in our national stories and the model they provide to us all.

One sign of great intelligence is to recognise connections, related ideas and commonalities between disparate contexts.  I believe 
that great organisations build these connections into what they do so that members can notice them and experience the joy of the 
óah-haô moment when these connections are perceived spontaneously.  It can happen through the content of messaging or in the 
case of a school, via the curriculum, but it is more likely to occur and is more valuable when it does, if it happens through a values 
alignment that provide a cohesion, a continuity and a culture that is lived by all members. 

Our students have been fortunate to experience this conþuence of events over last week and the last week of last term.  At 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Weekly Awards:
Students of the Week
Learning Journey
K: Angus Sheer 
Yr 1: Violet Minee
Yr 2C: Flor Pereira Merlini 
Yr 2S: Teddy Blom
Yr 3: Will Kennedy 
Yr 4: Matilda Pope
Yr 5C: Amber McGlynn 
Yr 5H: Ella Loiterton
Yr 6A: Evie Bissett 
Yr 6W: Abi Hunt

Oxley Values
K: Angus Kean 
Yr 1: Charlotte Byrne
Yr 2C: Oscar Le Guay 
Yr 2S: Mariella Vlahakis
Yr 3: Charlotte Gordon 
Yr 4: Henry OôRiordan
Yr 5C: Zara Clancy 
Yr 5H: Hamish Murray
Yr 6A: Harley Evans 
Yr 6W: Charlie Fitzpatrick

Students of the Week 
Learning Journey
K: Cameron Bailey 
Yr 1: Matilda McCarthy
Yr 2C: Ava Gomes 
Yr 2S: Oscar Johnson
Yr 3: Eddie Hunt 
Yr 4: Fraser Findlay
Yr 5C: Estelle Fragar 
Yr 5H: Jerome McIntosh
Yr 6A: Chiara Shannon 
Yr 6W: Oscar Sanchez

Oxley Values
K: Amelia Gordon 
Yr 1: Leo Le Guay
Yr 2C: Arabella Treweeke 
Yr 2S: Lexi Mendes da Costa
Yr 3: Piper OôSullivan 
Yr 4: Hamish Treweeke
Yr 5C: Fraser Wilkinson 
Yr 5H: Molly Davis
Yr 6A: Mischka Hilkemeijer
Yr 6W: Lily Scott



8

It Wasn’t His Fault
A monologue By Jamie Gordon

It wasnôt his fault, itôs just that one characteristic, that one thing about him that really pushes my buttons when he drinks 
too much. And then Roxy, she did nothing wrong either, but I was already over the edge at that point. I didnôt mean to 
do it, of course I didnôt mean to, but I lost control. Now I sit here, in contemplation, overlooking the abandoned, derelict 
building next door, trying to forget, but that image, that horrible image of what I have done is stuck in my head. it was 
a big day, but I never thought it would end like this. It shouldnôt have ended like this.
This is all because of that stupid job, I never liked it, I never really liked the people that work there either. I only took 
that job in the ýrst place to support us but nowé itôs kind of ironic really, the thing that tore us apart was the one thing 
that was supposed to keep us together, as a family but now, what was it all for, nothing.
You know, as much as I know that itôs not his fault, there is still this part of me that wants to blame himé coping 
mechanism I guess. I overheard the bartender say that if someone experiences a family tragedy then they can tend to 
blame it on the people they were with prior to the event, I never thought that that would apply to me, but now it does, 
and I hate it. I guess its just when he comes over after our work shifts and says ñwanna grab a beer, Pablo? that is when 
I must decide whether I want to take the risk that things could end badly. This time they did, very bad. Itôs just when he 
drinks. He gets racist. Says things about my family, my Argentinian background, my house. It really gets on my nerves.
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EQUESTRIAN DAY

CROSS COUNTRY
The Oxley College Junior and Senior School House Cross 
Country Carnivals were held on a beautiful Southern Highlands 
autumn day. The distances varied from 1km for the 5/6 and 7 
years age groups to 6km for the 16/17 and 18 years age group.
The number of students who ran competitively was impressive 
and it was pleasing to see all students get in to the spirit of the 
event. The Junior School Carnival saw Walton ýnish just ahead 
of Chisholm and Durack were victorious later in the day taking 
the Championship closely followed by Oodgeroo. Sta  were 
complimentary of the enthusiasm that students showed and 
they had front row seats as they encouraged the students from 
various checkpoints along the route. 

The following Champions and Runners Up are to be 
congratulated.

JUNIOR SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL RESULTS

5/6Yrs Champions: Clemetine Stirling,  Xavier Halstead 

 Runners Up:Stella Bacon, Albert Herrmann

7Yrs Champions: Hadley Morgan, Euan Shedden

 Runners Up: Charlotte Byrne, Leo Le Guay

8Yrs Champions: Molly Harwood, William Kean 

 Runners Up: Sapphire Sparke, Andrew Clothier

9Yrs Champions: Claudia Carpenter, William Kennedy 

       Runners Up: Matilda Pope, Orson Francis

10Yrs Champions: Amelia Legge, Bryce Rodger

             Runners Up: Georgina Marks, Henry OôRiordan

11Yrs Champion: Ella Loiterton, Fred Hamblin

 Runner Up:Molly Davis, Jerome McIntosh

12+Yrs Champion: Lily Smith, Luca Colloridi

 Runner Up: Chilli Sparke, Tristan McIntosh

Junior School House Champion 2019: Walton

SENIOR SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL RESULTS

12/13Yrs Champions: Amelia May,Phoenix Sparke 

 Runners Up: Emily Rodger, Jack Snell

14Yrs     Champions: Neala Yang, Monte Francis

             Runners Up: Courtney Butcher, Matthew Smith

15Yrs Champions: Molly Knowles, Dominic Uliana   

14Yrs     Champions: Neאodger, Jah
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Internet Safe Education: Thursday 16 May

One of the greatest concerns that I hear from parents 
is managing their childôs online activity. Navigating the 
complex and ever changing digital world to ensure that 
children are both safe and, as they get older, aware of 

http://office@oxley.nsw.edu.au
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SCREENTIME

http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/our-work/submissions-statements/eca-statement-young-children-digital-technologies/#statement-on-young-children-and-digital-technologies
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Now that you’re off in the big wide world, what 
have you made of yourself since finishing school 
at Oxley?
I completed an Engineering degree in Mechatronics as 
well as a Computer Science degree at UNSW, focusing 
on robotics and autonomous vehicles before working 
for a number of years in industrial automation.  After 
backpacking through Europe, I found myself in London 
looking for work and stumbled upon a company that 
utilized the same technologies that I was familiar 
with from my industrial experience, but they applied 
it to theatre and entertainment.  I had no idea what 
theatrical automation was at the time, but after more 
than 12 years in the technical entertainment industry, I 
couldnôt imagine being anywhere else.  I am currently 
the Global Head of Systems Engineering at TAIT, the 
company behind some of the biggest entertainment 
productions in the world.
What is your biggest achievement since high 
school?
In my personal life ï starting a family, for sure.  I 
never thought much about having children when I 
was younger, but my two boys are rewarding beyond 
words!  Professionally, I donôt think thereôs any single 
achievement, itôs more of a culmination of projects over 
the years.  Iôve helped develop the technology that has 
been behind Londonôs West End musicals, performances 
at the Metropolitan Opera in New York, Olympic 
ceremonies, Cirque du Soleil spectacles in Las Vegas, 
shows in many of Macauôs casinos, stunts and special 
e ects in Hollywood blockbusters, not to mention 
concert tours by pop and rock megastars.  All of that 
wrapped up has made for a pretty exciting career thus 
far.
Were these things that during high school you 
expected you would end up doing? 
I knew from about age 10 that I wanted to be an 
engineer.  Technology has always fascinated me, I just 
never knew that I could apply it in such a creative way 
with the industry I am currently in.
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WHAT’S
HAPPENING?
IN THE WORLD...

On Monday 15 April, 
many gathered to 

view the beloved Roman-Catholic 
cathedral of Paris burn down. The 
cause of this incident is unknown 
yet investigators believe it is related 
to the renovation work that was 
being executed at the time. The ýre 

http://nswbiathlon.com.au
http://nswbiathlon.com.au
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DUKE OF ED

NEWSFLASH
Lochlan Kennedy (Year 10) and Jamie Gordon(Year 10)
have been selected by the National Futsal Association to 
represent Australia in Futsal (Indoor Soccer). They have 
been selected to play in a competition taking place in 
Greece in October as part of a team made up of players 
around Australia. The selection took place after their 
participation in the National tournament held in Penrith in 
January. The tour to Greece consists of a series of matches 
played in Athens and a few days of sightseeing and 
other Futsal based experiences. This is an extraordinary 
opportunity and they are both extremely excited to be 
invited to partake in this competition. Congratulations 
Lochlan and Jamie.

When did you discover your passion for music, and 
how did that come about?
My passion for music began when I was in kindergarten. 
Iôm not exactly sure what sparked my obsession with the 
þute, but there was something that always fascinated me 
about the instrument. When I began primary school all I 
wanted to do was play the þute. I remember nagging and 
nagging my mum until she ýnally bought me a þute. In 
Year 2 I started lessons with Emma Knott, a talented þutist 
and inspiring teacher who has been an important part of 
my musical journey.
How does completing ‘The Associate in Music 
Australia Diploma’ shape and impact your future in 
music?


