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American vs Australian Abortion Laws
Abortion: the voluntary termination of a pregnancy.
In recent months there have been new laws introduced 
into a dozen American states regarding abortion. Up 
until the time these laws were introduced a woman 
was able to get an abortion before the 24-week 
mark, which has now been reduced dramatically to 
a shocking six weeks. The average pregnant woman 
at this time would not know that she is pregnant, 
and these “heartbeat abortion laws” as they have 
been nicknamed are close to being a law completely 
abolishing abortion. Of these states there has been 
one that has introduced some exceptions, in the case 
of rape or incest. The state of Georgia has permitted 
an abortion in those circumstances. Alabama, on 
the other hand, has proposed the complete outlaw 
of abortion, only allowing it if it is a serious risk to 
the woman’s life, rape and incest are no exceptions. 
The only positive to these laws is that they are only 
enforceable as of 2020, which won’t be a positive for 
long, but the courts have the ability to block these 
laws in some states. The Supreme Court is also able 
to prevent the enforcement of these laws. If these 
laws are enforced, women in Georgia may face up 
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Positive psychology is extremely different in comparison with hedonism. Positive psychology is founded 
on the belief that people want more than an end to suffering. People want to lead meaningful and fulfilling 
lives to cultivate what is best within themselves and to enhance their experience to love, play and work. 
People who believe in positive psychology want to live a life that has a lot of meaning and a purpose that 
shows that they are good people. They believe that to become a good person is what makes a good life. 
Positive psychology has three main central concerns which are positive experience, positive individual trait 
and positive institutes. People who follow positive psychology strive to be happy in every aspect of their 
lives by positively influencing everything to do with themselves.

The one thing that all religions have in common is trying to help others lead a better life. In 
Islam, this is done by submission to Allah. In Christianity, it is by serving God and living by 
the Bible. In Buddhism, people achieve a better life by avoiding attachment and coexisting 
with the truths of human existence. I think Buddhism is the belief system that is most likely 
to lead a person down the path of contentment in life, and thus is most likely to constitute 
‘a good life’.

As we can see from many religious beliefs and ways of being, there is no such 
thing as a good life. Throughout time, people have tried to see life in different 
ways so that could achieve a good life. This has never been achieved because if 
it had, we would all be living good lives, and it will never be achieved because 
people want just pleasure but can’t appreciate it without pain. The only way to 
achieve a good life is to strive to have a better life.

‘Not life, but a good life, is to be chiefly valued….’ Socrates, 360 BC. How 
can one decide if their lives are ‘good’? Is it religion, whether it makes you 
happy, whether you have the biggest house on the street or just your own strong 
personal values?

How do we define a good life?
I believe that everyone has their own personal opinion on what constitutes a good life for themselves. 
It relates a lot to your personal and individual mindset towards life. The good life is a term for the life 
that would usually like to live, or for happiness. A good person may have a good life because they are 
considered courageous, honest, trustworthy, selfless, generous, loyal and principled.
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Now that you’re off in the big wide world, 
what have you made of yourself since 
finishing school at Oxley?
I took a gap year where I worked (for a cult by 
accident) to save money for university. I then 
finished a Bachelor of Science (Honours) at the 
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WHAT’S
HAPPENING?

Apple pie, meat pie, 
chicken pea pie and 
pecan pie. 

What do they all have in 
common? THEY’RE PIES! 

https://school.rationchallenge.org.au/oxley-college1 
https://school.rationchallenge.org.au/oxley-college1 
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GALLERY
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JUNE CALENDAR

Mon

Tue

Wed

Fri Fri

Sat Sat

Sun Sun

Public Holiday 

Rights of Passage Week 1 of 3 

 

NSWCIS Primary and Secondary 
XCountry 

EXC:HSC Economics Student 
Conference

ISA Sport - Winter Round 6

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=507446
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CAREERS EXPO 2019

NEWSFLASH

Where in the Highlands could you possibly encounter 
China, Israel, Italy, Iran and Cambodia (amongst others) 

debating complex UN resolutions, and publicly condemning/
praising collective efforts towards global security? At MUNA, on 
Saturday 25 May, of course!
After several weeks of mentorship from the knowledgeable Ms 
Rintoul and Claire Allen, Oxley students representing Iranian 
and Chinese delegations attended the Moss Vale Council 
Chambers, armed with folders, briefcases and eager smiles. 
The day, hosted by Rotary, consisted of resolutions proposed 
by the Secretary-General of the UN General Assembly being 
debated, amended, affirmed and rejected by nine teams from 
schools around the area. Topics included sovereignty of the South 
China Sea, refugees displaced by the Myanmar crisis and even 
denuclearization of North Korea! After a mentally-exhausting yet 
fascinating and engaging day, Iran was honoured to be awarded 
‘2nd Place’ for their representation and highly provocative politics! 
This experience was not only useful for understanding the role 
of the UN, but also improving speaking and impromptu skills, 
and refining research ability. Many thanks to Ms Rintoul for her 
organisation and support of this event! By Ava Lambie (Year10)

Tell us a bit about the ISA award? 
So when I tried out for the ISA team I didn’t 
actually make the team originally, I just missed 
out, but then two people were injured so they 
contacted me and said I was in.  


