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Year 12 – nearly there!
:H�DUH�YHU\�YHU\�SURXG�RI�HDFK�RI�RXU�<HDU����VWXGHQWV�DV�WKH\�FRPSOHWH�WKHLU�¿QDO�VWDJHV�RI�WKHLU�
OHDUQLQJ#2[OH\�EHIRUH� WKH�+6&�([DPLQDWLRQV��7KH\�KDYH� VDW� WKHLU�7ULDO�+6&�([DPLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�JULW�
and determination and have received their results with acceptance and a willingness to embrace the 
“where to next”.

7KH�QH[W�IHZ�ZHHNV�ZLOO�À\�E\�DV�ZH�WUXO\�VWDUW�WKH�VSULQW�WR�WKH�HQG��1H[W�ZHHN��LQ�:HHN����VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�WKHLU�¿QDO�<HDU�
���UHSRUW��IXOO�RI�FRPPHQWV��GDWD�DQG�DGYLFH�WR�PRYH�VWXGHQWV�IRUZDUG��2Q�7KXUVGD\��0UV�(WKHOO�DQG�P\VHOI�ZLOO�KROG�WKH�¿QDO�
����FRQVXOWDWLRQV��ZKHUH�ZH�ZLOO�VKDUH�¿QDO�JURZWK�GDWD��DSSUR[LPDWH�$7$5�UDQJHV�DQG�VHW�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�SXVK�WR�
maximise individual success.

In the meantime, students have begun their HSC submissions and performances for project and practical courses with English 
([WHQVLRQ����'UDPD�3URMHFWV�DQG�)UHQFK�&RQWLQXHUV�2UDO�H[DPLQDWLRQV�DOUHDG\�FRPSOHWH��7KHUH�DUH�VWLOO�D�QXPEHU�RI�LPSRUWDQW�
academic dates ahead this term:

Wednesday 2 September Year 12 Reports Emailed
Thursday 3 September Y12 1:1 Consultations
)ULGD\���6HSWHPEHU� +6&�'UDPD�3HUIRUPDQFH�0DUNLQJ���([WHUQDO
Monday 7 September HSC Music Projects Hand-in
Thursday 10 September HSC DT Projects Hand-in
Monday 14 September HSC Visual Arts Bodies of Work completion & hand-in due
Wednesday 16 September HSC Music Performance Music 2 and Extension Marking -- External
)ULGD\����6HSWHPEHU� +6&�0XVLF�3HUIRUPDQFH�0XVLF���0DUNLQJ��([WHUQDO

Cornerstone
My theme for this term has been to turn our eyes to the thriving learning that happens in our classes. You will see that in this 
issue we have a lens on our distinctive course, Cornerstone. It is a curriculum that we continue to evolve, a course that continues 
to both challenge, perplex and sometimes confuse our students as they grapple, often uncomfortably with both the content and 
pedagogy.

)RU�PH��LW�LV�D�SHUVRQDO�KLJKOLJKW�HDFK�ZHHN�DV�,�JHW�WR�OHDUQ�DORQJVLGH�P\�<HDU����VWXGHQWV��EHLQJ�RSHQ�WR�IHHGEDFN��JXLGLQJ�
precious young minds as they strive to understand what is sometimes almost impossible. I will share in another issue more 
DERXW�WKH�GULYLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�RI�3(3V�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�DOVR�VHH�(VWKHU�5RXJK¶V�LQWHUYLHZ�DERXW�&RUQHUVWRQH�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�RQ�SDJH����
$�FRQVWDQW�SDUW�LV�WKH�WLPH�WDNHQ�IRU�UHÀHFWLRQ��KHUH�LV�D�UHFHQW�JHP�

+RZ�VFKRRO�LV�DFWXDOO\�EHQH¿FLDO�
)RU�D�ZKLOH�,�YLHZHG�FRPLQJ�WR�VFKRRO�DV�D�GUDLQLQJ��ERULQJ�DQG�UHSHWLWLYH�SURFHVV�WKDW�,�KDG�WR�FDUU\�RXW�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�QR�
other choice. Recently I have been thinking about how privileged we actually are to be able to receive an education and how 
interesting and fun that school actually is. After my time spent doing at home learning, I began to appreciate how physically 
being at school and learning is such a motivating thing. The feeling you get from gaining understanding/grasping a new concept 







7

What has been the biggest challenge?
It has been challenging to research and to understand which web sites are trustworthy and give dependable information. I have 
tried to write in a way that is not biased and to write without too much personal opinion, for my biography.
Camille Vild Year 6
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BIG ISSUE

Within China, there are 459 communities that are known as 
“cancer villages”. The main cause of this tragedy is attributed 
WR�FRQWDPLQDWLRQ�IURP�LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�&KLQD¶V�UDSLG�
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6LQFH� WKH� ¿UVW� RFLDO� IHPLQLVW�
movement in 1850, gender equality 
has been the subject of social and 
political discussion. Ideally, society 
claims to value the two sexes equally, 
however, this is contested in Simone 
GH�%HDXYRLU¶V������QRYHO�µ7KH�6HFRQG�
6H[¶�DQG�DWWDFNHG�E\�WKH������*XHUULOOD�
Girls poster ‘Do women have to be 
QDNHG�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�0(7��0XVHXP¶"�
Central to the debate is the role of 
ZRPHQ� LQ� VRFLHW\�� µ7KH� 6HFRQG� 6H[¶�
argues that women, or in de Beauvoir 
WHUPV�� WKH� µ2WKHU¶�� LV� ³D� ZRPDQ�� DQG�
ovary; she is female, and the word is 
VXFLHQW�WR�GH¿QH�KHU �́�&RQWH[WXDOO\��
µ7KH� 6HFRQG� 6H[¶� ZDV� ZULWWHQ� LQ�
3RVW�:RUOG� :DU� 7ZR� )UDQFH�� D� WLPH�
where; after proving women could 
work and be mothers – gender-based 
discrimination bore the new face of 
gender discrimination in the workplace. 
‘Do women have to be naked to get 
LQWR�WKH�0(7��0XVHXP"¶�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�
VH[XDOLVDWLRQ� RI� ZRPHQ¶V� ERGLHV� LQ�
highly regarded paintings and artwork, 
and how ironically, “85% of the nudes 
are female” in The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art while “less than 5% of 
the artists in the modern art section 
are female”. The Guerrilla Girls aimed 
to hold the MET. accountable for the 
misogyny displayed through lack 
of diverse gender representation in 
exhibitions throughout the 1980s and 
1990s, a time of comparatively more 
SURJUHVVLYH�HRUWV�WKDQ�'H�%HDXYRLU¶V�
����V�)UDQFH��)UHQFK�SKLORVRSKHU�/XFH�
Irigaray articulates in her theories the 
inevitable collapse of the patriarchy; 
allowing for the aggrandise of women. 
Patriarchal society claims that by 
embracing gender roles, a woman can 
EH�IXO¿OOHG��+RZHYHU��GHVSLWH�PDWHUQLW\�
EHLQJ� D� ZRPDQ¶V� ELRORJLFDO� GHVWLQ\��
both de Beauvoir and Irigaray argue 
that women can be both mothers 
and women, therefore dismissing the 
societal ideal of compulsory maternity.

 

µ7KH� 6HFRQG� 6H[¶� UHDVRQV� WKDW� ZKLOH�
PRWKHUKRRG� LV� WKH� ³IXO¿OPHQW� RI� D�

ZRPDQ¶V� ELRORJLFDO� LGHQWLW\´� LI� WKH�
pregnancy is unwanted “she puts 
KHUVHOI� LQ� KHU� PRWKHU¶V� KDQGV�� KHU�
newborn child will seem to her like a 
brother or sister rather than her own 
RVSULQJ �́� 7KLV� HPDQFLSDWLRQ� IURP�
the maternal role suggests that while 
PDWHUQLW\� PD\� EH� LGHDOO\� ZRPHQ¶V�
natural calling, the circumstance of the 

pregnancy is central to the maternal 
role that the mother does or does not 
take on. This ideal of maternal destiny 
is mirrored by Irigaray, who claims 
that “since ancient times, mothers 
have been associated with nature and 
unthinking matter.” Irigaray believes 
that all women have historically been 
associated with the role of “mother” 
such that, whether or not a woman is 
D�PRWKHU��KHU�LGHQWLW\�LV�DOZD\V�GH¿QHG�
according to that role. Professionally, 
ZRPHQ� DUH� PRUH� GH¿QHG� E\� WKHLU�
gender than their male counterparts; 
therefore, is limited by her capacity 
��
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This is a weird movie for me to write 
about. It has a large cult following, but 
barely anyone has seen it. It was made 
by DreamWorks, and immediately got 
overshadowed by their other smash-
hit movies, so it never really got the 
reception it needed. The story follows no 
conventional trends, it goes all over the 
place, exploring new themes and ideas 
all the time. It is loosely based around its 
IRUHIDWKHU� ³5RDG� 7R´� ¿OPV�� EXW� LW� QHYHU�
relies on them to tell a good story. Our 
main characters Tulio and Miguel are con 
men by trade, and they start the movie 
rigging a game of dice to win a map to the 
ancient city of El Dorado. They get found 
out, obviously, there needs to be some 
FRQÀLFW��DQG�ZKDW�IROORZV�LV�D�ERPEDVWLF�
action sequence where both pretend that 
they did not know the other one rigged 
WKH� GLFH�� 7KH\� VZRUG� ¿JKW�� MXPS� RQ�
merchant stands, spewing one liners all 
the while. They escape, but not before 
being forced onto a ship of conquistadors, 
coincidentally, heading to the lost city of 
gold, El Dorado. As an aside, the music 
in the movie is all amazing, not a single 
song feels out of place. I need to cut this 
review short, and although I probably did 
not convince a single person to watch 
the movie, I urge you to at least give it 
a chance. It is a fantastic adventure story 
with the right amount of tension and 
OHYLW\��,W¶V�MXVW«�JRRG

By Oscar Currie, Year 9

6HW�LQ�6\GQH\¶V�VXEXUEV��GLUHFWRU�6KDQQRQ�
0XUSK\¶V�GHEXW�¿OP�³%DE\WHHWK´�VXEYHUWV�
all expectation; and genre itself. Many 
point to “Babyteeth” being a teen 
romcom, another love story between a 
terminally ill teen and the bad boy from 
down the street who “teaches her what it 
means to truly be alive” (Please hold the 
DSSODXVH��IROORZLQJ�D�WUHQG�RI�VHYHUDO�¿OPV�
in the past six years, most notably “The 
)DXOW� ,Q� 2XU� 6WDUV´� �������� ³(YHU\WKLQJ��
(YHU\WKLQJ´��������DQG�³)LYH�)HHW�$SDUW´�
(2019). However, the story of protagonist 
0LOD¶V� �3RUWUD\HG�E\�/LWWOH�:RPHQ¶V�(OL]D�
Scanlen) story of falling for lowly drug 
dealer Moses (Toby Wallace) basks in the 
subtlety and consequent realism that the 
DIRUH� PHQWLRQHG� ¿OPV� ODFNV�³%DE\WHHWK´�
outright rejects the “Dying girl” trope as 
Mila is very much alive in every sense of 
the word, her illness being peripheral to 
her identity. However, the people around 
Mila do not share this vivaciousness. Most 
notably Mila parents who are stuck in an 
unhappy relationship but are still seeking 
comfort in one another and the use of 
prescription medication to deal with their 
miserable circumstances. 

“Babyteeth” uses the conventions of 
genre in order to lull viewers into a false 
sense of predictability in order to tell a 
much darker tale of addiction, infatuation 
DQG� XOWLPDWHO\� WUDJHG\�� )RU� WKHVH�
reasons, perhaps the best descriptor of 
“Babyteeth” is that of a psychological 
horror; the realism Murphy depicts 
startling to the viewers as it forces us to 
analyse how we view ourselves and the 
subtle complexities that arise in times of 
crisis.
By Pearl Bendle, Year 11

Call Me by Your Name is one picturesque, 
romantic coming of-age movie set in the 
VXPPHU�RI������,WDO\��7KH�¿OP�IROORZV�D�
blossoming romantic relationship between 
17-year-old local Elio and visiting doctoral 
student Oliver, who together discover 
WKH� EHDXW\� RI� ¿UVW� ORYH� DPLG� WKH� VXQ�
GUHQFKHG� ¿HOGV� DQG� VFHQLF� HQYLURQPHQW�
of northern Italy. 
What I personally love about this movie 
is the strong feelings of nostalgia and 
familiarity with the environment portrayed 
throughout it as well as the beautifully 
appealing atmosphere and setting. The 
VLJQL¿FDQW� GHSLFWLRQV� RI� HPRWLRQ� DQG�
theme of determining who you are as a 
person through meaningful relationships 
is so powerful yet heart-wrenching during 
WKH� ¿OP� DQG� UHDOO\� OHDYHV� D� PDUN� RQ�
your heart. Starring Timothée Chalamet 
DQG�$UPLH�+DPPHU�LW¶V�GH¿QLWHO\�D�JUHDW�
PRYLH�WR�WDNH�D� ORRN�DW� LI�\RX¶UH� ORRNLQJ�
for something new to watch or searching 
for something to re-watch at home. 

By Daisy Macdonald, Year 8

INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION

FILM
Call Me by Your Name

FILM
The Road to El Dorado

FILM
Babyteeth



13

VIRTUAL GALLERY
Nyssa Bridge Dan Murray, Year 9. 

Dry-Point Etching
This stunning dry-point etching by Year 9 
student Dan Murray is part of his Body of Work 
exploring the landscape. “Nyssa Bridge” is 
an example of expressive line yet containing 
an economic approach to image making. Dan 
succinctly captures the complexity of the natural 
world; a country scene, punctuated by one 
RI� KXPDQNLQG¶V� PRVW� DPELWLRXV� VWUXFWXUHV�� D�
bridge. The print has a skilled use of one-point 
linear perspective to create the illusion of space 
and depth while leading the eye to a noble tree, 
standing timelessly in front of a vast and imposing 

mountain range. An excellent composition.

WHY SOCIETY VALUES 
READING

Our society values reading as it is a method 
of storytelling. Reading can be entertainment, 
a way to convey information, a way to draw 
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OLD OXLEYANOLD OXLEYAN

Now that youôre o  in the big wide world, what have 
you made of yourself since ýnishing school at Oxley?

After a gap year in England, I moved to Sydney for university, 
DQG�VWXGLHG�D�%DFKHORU�RI�$UWV��,�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�
to do so an Arts degree gave me the chance to experience 
university and study interesting subjects while I worked out 
a career direction. It also paved the way for post graduate 
study, and I went on to complete a Master of Management at 
876��)URP�KHUH��,�ZHQW�LQWR�(YHQW�0DQDJHPHQW��ZRUNLQJ�IRU�
the City of Parramatta as an Events Producer. 
Here I was responsible for delivering major public events for 
the City with audiences of anywhere between 5000 – 80,000 
SHRSOH��,�RUJDQLVHG�PDQ\�GLHUHQW�HYHQWV�FHOHEUDWLQJ�FXOWXUH��
IRRG��DUWV��PXVLF�DQG�ELJ�FHOHEUDWLRQV�OLNH�1HZ�<HDU¶V�(YH��
I moved from Parramatta to a charity called OzHarvest, which 
is a food-rescue organisation. We rescue quality surplus 
food and redistribute it to vulnerable communities, as well 
as run important education and engagement programmes. I 
originally came to OzHarvest as the National Events Manager, 
ORRNLQJ� DIWHU� RXU� NH\� IXQGUDLVLQJ� HYHQW�� WKH� &(2� &RRNR��
When Covid-19 hit in March this year, we were just two weeks 
away from delivering the 2020 event we had been working 
on for six months! Of course, we had to postpone the event.  
With events on hold, I had the opportunity to move into an 
operations role, managing the roll out of a new programme 
delivering emergency food relief throughout Sydney. I have 
now taken on another new role, as National Operations Lead, 
working with our operations teams nationally to deliver impact 
WKURXJK� IRRG� UHVFXH� DQG� IRRG� UHOLHI� SURJUDPPHV�� ,¶P� DOVR�
FXUUHQWO\� VWXG\LQJ� D� *UDGXDWH� &HUWL¿FDWH� LQ� 6RFLDO� ,PSDFW��
through the Centre for Social Impact with UNSW. 
What is your biggest achievement since high school?
,¶P�IRUWXQDWH�DV�DQ�(YHQWV�3URGXFHU�,�JHW� WR�ZRUN�RQ�PDQ\�
GLHUHQW�SURMHFWV��EXW�,¶P�H[WUHPHO\�SURXG�RI�WKH�ZRUN�,�GLG�LQ�
3DUUDPDWWD�WR�EXLOG�WKH�3DUUDPDWWD�/DQHV�)HVWLYDO�LQWR�D�KXJH�
HYHQW�RQ�WKH�&LW\¶V�FDOHQGDU��,�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�DUWLVWV��GHVLJQHUV��




