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Here we are already at the end of Term 1!  I do hope parents have taken 
the opportunity to meet others in their year group by attending one of the 
functions organised by Parent Reps this term.  Across the Junior and Senior 
schools there has been a þurry of welcome drinks, numerous co ee mornings, 
drinks nights and dinners held at di erent locations and all have been well 
attended.  How lucky we are to have the opportunity to get out and socialise 
AND support our local businesses in the process.  Hopefully this social activity 
will continue in Term 2 with our Equestrian Day being held on Sunday 2 May, 
a Mother�s Day high tea for the Junior School on Thursday 6 May and plans 
afoot to hold a Trivia Night towards the end of term.

To ensure the success of our Oxley Equestrian Day, we will be asking for 
volunteers to help work at the canteen, cook the BBQ and bake goods to be 
sold on the day.  Please keep your eyes on the Pin Oak as we will be calling 
for assistance early next term.
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As is often the case with Oxley, here is a ýrst for me 
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Weekly Awards
Learning Journey
K: Freddie Paterson 
Yr 1: Thomas 
Apostolatos
Yr 2: Rose Hurst
Yr 3B: Sophie 
Henderson 
Yr 3R: William Palmer
Yr 4A: David White 
Yr 4W: Samsara Pout
Yr 5C: Ed Hunt 
Yr 5N: Brodie Murray
Yr 6H: Brigitte Pietsch-
Liddell 
Yr 6S: Molly Edwards

Oxley Values
K: Eddie Sheer 
Yr 1: Charlotte Bullick
Yr 2: Chloe Motycka
Yr 3B: Chase Holmes 
Yr 3R: Greta Lawson
Yr 4A: Sapphire Sparke 
Yr 4W: Lisa Mussett
Yr 5C: Tom Sharpley 
Yr 5N: Piper OôSullivan
Yr 6H: Bronte Morgan 
Yr 6S: Heidi Malouf

Excellence in Art
Teddy Blom
Excellence in 
Japanese
Greta Saviana
Brigitte Pietsch-Liddell
Excellence in STEM
Tristan McCroary

Term 1 has been an extremely busy and rewarding start for all our sta  and 
students. I would like to thank our sta  for continuing to provide a rich, caring 
and engaging learning environment for all our students. We have implemented 
a new diary that has been well received. The diary includes an Oxley focus each 
week which is also then the basis of a discussion in class on Wednesdays and a 
speech presented by our school leaders on Friday. I would like to share a speech 
on Spirituality written by our Junior School Vice Captain, Miranda Hunter in Year 6:
ñSpirituality is a big topic, and frankly, I found it overwhelming. So I did what all 
great speech writers do, I asked google.
After a lot of reading and sifting through some very big words, I managed to work 
out that there are two main points to spirituality or being spiritual.
The ýrst, and perhaps the most obvious, is all about religion. God, Buddha, Allah, 
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FEATURE

RITES OF PASSAGE
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OLD OXLEYANOLD OXLEYAN
SIMON CRITTLE Year 10 1986 

Now that you’re off in the big wide world, what 
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I was watching Master Chef a long time ago in a house 
far, far away, and one of the contestants was cooking 
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BIG ISSUE

Scientists have been warning us for years now about the 
imminent climate disaster that will come if we continue to burn 
fossil fuels and release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. At 
the moment our average emissions stand at about 33 billion 
tonnes a year (or 33 gigatons), this isnôt sustainable and 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR1IuLEqb6UEA_zQ81kwXfg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR1IuLEqb6UEA_zQ81kwXfg
https://www.cleantech.com/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633968/how-to-avoid-a-climate-disaster-by-bill-gates/#:~:text=In%20this%20urgent%2C%20authoritative%20book,and%20effects%20of%20climate%20change
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633968/how-to-avoid-a-climate-disaster-by-bill-gates/#:~:text=In%20this%20urgent%2C%20authoritative%20book,and%20effects%20of%20climate%20change
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633968/how-to-avoid-a-climate-disaster-by-bill-gates/#:~:text=In%20this%20urgent%2C%20authoritative%20book,and%20effects%20of%20climate%20change
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633968/how-to-avoid-a-climate-disaster-by-bill-gates/#:~:text=In%20this%20urgent%2C%20authoritative%20book,and%20effects%20of%20climate%20change
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SENIOR GALLERYSENIOR GALLERY
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A PASSION FOR 
ART

Interview with Poppy O’Sullivan (Resident 
Year 7 Artist) who speaks about her passion 
for ART. 
How old were you when you first fell in love 
with making art?
It was when I ýrst picked up a pencil - I just found it 
so satisfying that I could drag a pencil across a page 
and create a picture. I would do art anywhere. I 
always loved to use chalk and draw on the driveway 
and use a stick as a pencil to make large pictures on 
the beach, and my ýnger as a paintbrush to make 
funny drawings on my mums dirty car, in fact I still 
do that now!  
Do you spend much time at home making 
artworks?
Absolutely, when Iôm not doing homework, Iôm 
drawing. I�m either sketching animals or drawing 
fantasy creatures from my wild imagination. Half 
of the time I can�t see my mum as the kitchen is 
drowning in my drawings. 
What style of art do you enjoy most?
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BIRDSCAPING

My family has always loved birds. We recently moved from Lord 
Howe Island where there are all sorts of amazing native land and 
sea birds, as well as friendly currawongs that feed from your hand. 
Now that weôre in Burradoo, weôve struggled to ýnd any birds smaller 
than a noisy myna, and our currawongs and magpies are scared of 
us. After spending time in the garden, weôve noticed that the noisy 
mynas chase every other bird away. Theyôre kind of crazy. Weôve 
also noticed that most of the plants are European, so thereôs no 
reason for native birds to visit our garden. They need grevilleas and 
banksias, not magnolias and roses.
Many Highlands gardens have the same problem. The European 
plants are beautiful, but they donôt provide much food and shelter 
for small native birds. Knowing that we should do something, but not 
knowing where to start, we bought the beautiful book Birsdscaping 
by George Adams. The book provides a step-by-step guide on how 
to create a backyard sanctuary for native birds.
Iôve learned from Birsdscaping that small native birds like a particular 
type of habitat. They need multiple layers of plants under the canopy 
because di erent species live at di erent levels. They also need 
tight spiky bushes to provide protection from predators, and lots 
of di erent native plants that produce nectar and seeds throughout 
year (particularly in winter). Most importantly, small native birds need 
wildlife corridors to connect all the native sections of the garden, so 
they can travel in safety to di erent areas without being ambushed 
by predators or chased away by noisy mynas.
With our great new guide, weôre planning to transform our two 
acres of European garden into a sanctuary for native birds. We�re 
still designing most of the spaces, but in the next month, weôll plant 
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NEWSFLASHNEWSFLASH
STATE LITTLE 
ATHLETICS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

TREE PLANTING 
AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
GROUP
As I walked towards the river, I was 
nervous.  A colleague had sent me 
images of the þooded Wingecarribee 
from earlier in the week and I had noted 
from one image that road access to the Bray Fields 
was completely under water.  What was the impact of the recent 
þoods on the 400 trees that Oxley students had planted during 


